OGLALA LAKOTA COLLGE

Department of Social Work

Course Syllabus, Social Work 403, Research Methods

Fall 2009
MASTER  SYLLABUS

Course Number and Title:   Sowk 403 – Research Methods

Credit Hours:     3                       

Course Location and Time:  He Sapa, Tuesdays, 5pm-8pm; Kyle, Thursdays, 5pm-8pm
 Professor and Contact Information:   Kathryn Kidd, 393-7374, kkidd@olc.edu

Office Hours:  Before and after class or by appointment; students are encouraged to contact the professor with any unforeseen problems, or any issues that may interfere with the successful completion of the course.

Course Description: 

This course provides the student with (1) the skills and knowledge to evaluate the research supporting common social work interventions, and (2) how to develop a logic model in order to choose and evaluate an intervention.  It introduces the student to; (1) key concepts used to evaluate research, (2) different methods by which the “quality” of research supporting an intervention is assessed, (3) how to evaluate the cultural competence of an intervention with specific focus on how well it fits within the Lakota cultural framework, and (4) how to choose an intervention, and (5) how to evaluate intervention effectiveness using a logic model.  This course is designed to complement Methods III, where students learn to work with coalitions, organizations, and communities with the expressed purpose to guide adoption and implementation of program and systems change innovations.  

Intended Learning Outcomes:  

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze peer reviewed research for quality

2. Define core concepts used in research designs.  

3. Demonstrate the ability to develop and evaluate an intervention using a logic model

4. Evaluate the cultural competence of an intervention from within the context of Lakota culture.  

5. Understand how the "strengths" and "empowerment" perspectives in social work apply to evaluating intervention research.  

6. Demonstrate use of skills learned in the course by analyzing the research supporting an intervention used at the practicum site.  

Prerequisites:   OLC Core (31 credits), Sowk 203, concurrent with Methods III

Required Text:  
Holosko, M., (2006).  Primer for critiquing social research:  A student guide.  Thomson Brooks/Cole:  Belmont, CA

Knowlton, L.W. & Phillips, C.C. (2008).  The logic model guidebook: Better strategies for great results.  Sage Publications: Newberry Park CA

Articles on course website - http://www.olc.edu/~jolson/Sowk403.htm
Supplementary Materials:   


Articles to be chosen by students for analysis.  Articles available on the course website.   Articles provided by the  for class activities.
Applicable Policies:  Policies apply as per Student Handbook 2009-2010, including those covering tardiness, absenteeism, grievances, and more.  Students are encouraged to refer to their copy of the Student Handbook for reference.

Guidelines and Expectations for student behavior:

1. Students are expected to attend each class for the full class period (3 academic hours per week).  If an absence is unavoidable, the student must contact the instructor prior to class whenever possible or as soon after class as possible.

2. Take notes during class as appropriate.

3. Complete all assigned readings before class.

4. Writing assignments must be turned in on time.

5. Participate in all in-class activities.

6. Show initiative and be pro-active and responsible for your own learning.

Assessment Methods:  The descriptions below are intended for overall grading for each course.  They lay out general expectations for each grade level.  Individual courses may have specific criteria as specified by the instructor.

A =100- 90%

Performance is excellent. Work is submitted on time, well-written, with content that demonstrates high quality critical thinking.  The student attends all classes for their full length.  The student fully participates in class discussion and demonstrates leadership. All paperwork is handed in on time.  Writing follows APA format, and has no grammatical, spelling, punctuation, or usage errors.  The student demonstrates beginning ability to write within a theoretical framework.  The student makes use of the opportunity to rewrite papers for a higher grade.  

B =89 – 80 %

Performance at this level is competent. Work is handed in on time.  The student attends all classes for their full length.  The student participates and shows leadership in class.  Paperwork is submitted on time. Writing follows APA format, and has few grammatical, spelling, or usage errors and is well-organized.  Writing also demonstrates a beginning ability to apply theory to practice and engage in critical thinking .   The student makes use of the opportunity to rewrite papers for a higher grade.
Performance is fairly competent. Work is usually handed in on time and shows some evidence critical thinking.  The student attends most classes for their full length.  The student participates in classroom discussions and is beginning to lead discussion.  Writing follows APA format, and has a number of grammatical, spelling or usage errors.  The student demonstrates a beginning ability to relate theory to practice.  The student makes use of the opportunity to rewrite papers for a higher grade.
C – 79 – 70%

Performance is adequate.  Work is often handed in late and critical thinking needs to be a focus of development.  The student attends most classes for their full length.  The student demonstrates limited participation in class. Writing mostly follows APA format, and shows a pattern of grammatical, spelling or usage errors. Writing addresses the paper’s objectives but does not have sufficient depth or content. 

Performance is minimally acceptable.   Assignments are usually late.  Work does not demonstrate critical thinking.   The student has spotty attendance and often arrives late and/or leaves early.  Papers include one or two elements of APA formatting.  Writing demonstrates beginning understanding of the subject, but not in a comprehensive manner, and shows patterns of grammatical, spelling, and usage errors. 

D= 69 – 60% 

Performance unsatisfactory.   Work is almost always late. The student is not often involved in class discussion or activities.  Attendance is poor and the student often arrives late and/or leaves early.  Papers avoid addressing the requirements of the assignment and are characterized by unsubstantiated and general statements.  Grammar, spelling, and punctuation make the narrative difficult to read.

F = below 60%

The student has missed three or more classes in a row or five or more classes over the course of the semester.    
Assignments 

	1.  Participation in class activities & attendance (10 points per week)

2.  Submit questions on the readings (10 points per week)

3.  Download, print and bring articles to class – 5 weeks x 15 points a week.    

                      Weeks 3-7
4.  Develop a proposal for senior project – as many drafts as it takes

                      Completed by Week 8, Oct. 13/15
5.  Take home midterm exam – Analyze a quantitative article based on Holosko’s 

                      Criteria, Page 69 - Article handed out Oct 20/22, due Oct 27/29 by email as

                      attachment

6.  Drafts of literature review – 1 a week x 5 weeks x 15 points
7.  Complete literature review on major content area – due Nov 17/19
8.  Develop a Logic Model to evaluate a Practicum program – due Dec 8/10
9.  Oral Report on Logic Model – Last day of class, Dec 1/3

	150 points

150 points
  75 points

100 points

100 points

100 points

  75 points 

100 points

100 points

  50 points


                                                                            Total points……… 

1000 points = 100%

Reading Questions Assignments

All students are required to submit 2-3 questions on the week’s reading assignment.  These questions are to be submitted each week via e-mail to the professor not less than 24 hours prior to the start of class (i.e., Tuesday classes’ questions will be due by 5:00 on Monday; Thursday classes questions will be due by 5:00 on Wednesday).  Questions will be used by the professor to help guide class discussion of the readings.
Basic Paper Grading Criteria

All papers will be graded on a number of dimensions.  


The first is sentence construction. (10%) A paper with no sentence construction problems will earn full points.  


The second is paragraph construction.  (10%) Every paragraph should have a topic sentence that the rest of the paragraph supports, defends, argues for or elaborates on.  Each paragraph should develop no more than one main topic/idea.  


The third dimension is overall organization. (10%) Does the paper follow the paper use APA format, in headings, citations, and references?  Does it follow the suggested format below?  A major point to remember as you write is that you cannot assume the reader knows anything about what you write.  Pretend you are writing to someone who knows nothing about prevention, social work, macro practice, or social science.  This means that in each paper you should use headings, and explain what you are going to do in the section following the heading.  You cannot be too simple, too clear, or too concise!


The fourth dimension is content. (60%) How well do you demonstrate in each of these papers that you understand the material you are writing about?  


The fifth dimension is turning the paper in on time. (10%) You will earn total points for the paper for turning in the paper by midnight of the day it is due.  Please submit your papers as an attachment by e-mail.

Paper Format

1. In an introductory paragraph tell the reader (summarize) the major points you’re going to talk about in the body of the paper.  If in the body of the paper you make five major points, you should list them here.  The last thing you say in the introduction is that you are going to summarize what you’ve said in the conclusion.  

2. In the body of the paper do what you said you were going to do in your introduction.

3. In a conclusion, summarize what you said in the body of the paper.  This should be very close to what you said in the introduction.  

Submission of Work:

Students are expected to turn in their homework when due.  

If, for some reason this is not possible, the student must explain the situation to the instructor BEFORE the due date.  Only dire circumstances will be considered as justifiable reasons for late work.  Extensions for the submission of homework will be negotiated between the student and the instructor.  If an extension is not granted or an agreement with regard to an extension deadline is not adhered to, 10% will be deducted from the student’s grade for every week that the homework submission is late.

Incomplete Grades:  Incomplete grades (I) may be granted under extraordinary circumstances. 

Disputed Grades: Students may dispute a grade by following the policy as set out in the Student Handbook.

Coursework Resubmission:  Students may submit drafts of homework BEFORE the due date.

WEEK BY WEEK CALENDAR FOR TOPICAL CONTENT

Week 1 

Readings:  None

Activities

1. Check in 

2. Ground Rules

3. Review syllabus

a. Overview of problem definition, literature review, logic model

4. Review OLC Generalist Model

a. Handout the model to all students

5. What is research?  (Board Work)

6. Handouts

a. Glossary of terms

b. Paradigms for research

c. page 69 in Holosko
d. What is a literature review?

Learning Objectives

1. To participate in deciding how class is to be conducted

2. To start learning core research concepts and definitions

3. To understand OLC Generalist Model, empowerment and strengths perspectives

Week 2 
Readings:  Holosko, Chapters 1 & 2


      OLC Generalist Model


      What is a literature review?


      Three paradigms of social research

Class Activities:

1. Discuss readings
2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms
3. Research activity

4. Begin literature search

Learning Objectives:

1. To begin to understand the meaning of what science, social research and social work research is, and the elements that make them up.  

2. Begin to understand what peer review means

3. Begin to understand the difference between social research and non-research articles

4. Begin to link new terms to one another to understand the scientific method

Week 3
Readings:
Holosko, Chapter 3, Qualitative vs. Quantitative research



Paradigms of Research Handout



Boog (2003), found on http://ww2.olc.edu/jolson/sowk403.htm


Strier (2008)

Class Activities
1. Discuss readings

2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms

3. Research activity

4. Continue literature search

5. Small group review of articles: we will break into small groups and you will look at provided articles and you will answer the first four questions on page 69 for each article.  We will then form back into the big group and you will review the answers to your questions for the rest of the class.  The rest of us will ask questions of you until we understand why you chose the answer you did.

Learning Objectives:
1. Begin to understand the difference between quantitative, qualitative and emancipatory research

2. To apply knowledge of what constitutes research or non-research articles, and the difference between the three paradigms of research to actual articles

Week 4 

Readings: 
Holosko, Chapters 4 & 5 
Gair, et al., (2005). Reconicling indigenous and non-indigenous knowledges in social work 
education: Action and legitimacy. Journal of Social Work Education, 41, 2, 179 – 189 
Green & Mercer, (2001). Participatory research: Can public health researchers and agencies 
reconcile the puse from funding agencies and the pull from communities? American Journal of Public Health, 91, 12, 1 – 4. 

Class Activities: 

1. Discuss readings 
a. Discuss the Green & Mercer (2001) article – focusing on their suggestions to educate the community on how to use research 

b. Discuss the Gair (2005) article as an example of emancipatory research applied to the social work classroom.

2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms

3. Continue literature search

4. Small group review of articles 

5. Discuss articles students downloaded in terms of senior projects

6. Discuss the role of writing clarity, title, author’s affiliation, abstract and references in critiquing social research. 

7. Discuss the three main content areas of a quantitative research article – the introduction, method and results. 

Learning Objectives:

1. Continue to understand the role of different elements making up a research article and how to critique the article based on this understanding 

2. Begin to understand the three main parts of a quantitative research article – continue to develop knowledge about the different elements of a research article 

3. Develop knowledge of how emancipatory research is conducted and some of the issues involved, particularly how to educate communities about the utility of research. 

Week 5

Readings:  
Holosko Chapter 6 – Introduction: Review of the literature and study purpose 

Handout – What is a Literature Review? 
Review articles from last week  

Class Activities:

1. Discuss readings 
2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms

3. Continue literature search

4. Small group review of articles 

5. Continue discussion of senior projects

Learning Objectives:

1. Understand the role of the introduction in a research article – literature review and study purpose 

2. Deepen understanding of emancipatory research and role of community in doing research

3. Develop a beginning competence in identifying the above components of a research study in actual quantitative research articles

Week 6
Readings:  
Holosko, Chapter 7: Method: sample selection, study design, data collection procedures



Glossary of Terms

Classroom Activities:

1. Discuss readings 
a. Be able to discuss the benefits and drawbacks of PAR 
b. Discuss how doing PAR with Native communities might be different from other communities

c. Identify the different kinds of methodologies present in quantitative articles and discuss with class.

2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms 
a. Understand what the following terms mean and how to search for them in a research article; sample, research design, (classifications of research designs) , design objectives, design parameters, how many groups there are, data collection procedures, and instruments used to collect data 

3. Continue literature search/review
4. Small group review of articles 

5. Continue discussion of senior projects

Learning Objectives:


1. Develop familiarity with the methods terms used in quantitative research

2. Develop deeper understanding of PAR

3. Deepen knowledge of doing PAR with Native communities

4. To learn by practicing identification of different parts of the methods section in different quantitative articles.  

Week 7 

Readings: 
Holosko, Chapter 7, Review first half of chapter, 29-35, and read 36-39, Chapter 8, The

Results, findings, discussion & Implications
Stevens, D., (2008).  A commentary on alternative approachs to the research process with Canadian First Nation communities.  First People’s Child & Family Review.  3, 2, 50-51

Bennett, M., (2004).  A review of the literature on the benefits and drawbacks of participatory action research.  First People’s Child and Family Review, 1, 1, 19 – 32.  

Class Activities:

1. Discuss readings 
a. Review sample selection, types of quantitative social research, design objectives, design parameters

b. Discuss main types of groups, data collection procedures, instrumentation

c. Discuss Gair & Mercer again

2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms

3. Continue literature search/review
4. Small group review of articles 

a. Apply Holosko Chapter 7 to articles

5. Continue discussion of senior projects

Learning Objectives:

1. Develop working understanding concepts in Holosko, Chapter 7

2. Continue to develop understanding of emancipatory research )Gair & Green/Mercer

3. Continue to develop understanding of doing research with Native communities

4. Begin to understand results section of a research article

Week 8
Turn in final draft of brief proposal for senior project

Readings:  Holosko, Chapter 8

Class Activities:
1. Discuss readings 
a. Discuss the meaning of the findings (tables/graphs, statistics, data about sample, discussion of results, limitations of the research study, and implications section of a research article, and stakeholders targeted for dissemination of the research

2. Define and develop examples for all unfamiliar terms

3. Continue literature search/review

a. Share with class interpretation of the two articles you bring to class.

4. Small group review of articles 

5. Continue discussion of senior projects

6. Discuss expectations for take home mid-term exam

Learning objectives:

1. Begin to understand the results section of a research article well enough to apply it to articles students bring to class. 

2. Review of major concepts as part of preparation for mid-term exam.

Week 9 
Mid-term take-home article review handed out

Readings:
Holosko, Chapter 9, pages 51 – 58



Qualitative articles you bring to class

Class activities:

1. Discuss readings

a. Review the difference between quantitative, qualitative and emancipatory research

b. Discuss the difference between qualitative methods and techniques

c. Discuss and apply the different purposes of qualitative research

d. Discuss the role of the field in qualitative research, and apply to student articles

e. Discuss data collection in qualitative research

f. Discuss the role of changing assumptions and questions in qualitative research

g. Discuss the role of time and sampling in qualitative research – apply to student articles 

2. Continue literature search/review

Learning Objectives:

1. Understand the difference between qualitative methods and techniques

2. Understand the difference between qualitative methods and techniques

3. Understand the different purposes of qualitative research

4. Understand and apply concepts/processes of field, data collection, assumptions, questions, time and sampling.  

Week 10

Turn in completed take-home mid-term article review by start of class
Readings:  Knowlton & Phillips (2008), Preface and Chapter 1


        WestCAPT Step #7  http://captus.samhsa.gov/western/resources/bp/step7/index.cfm 

Class Activities:

1. Discuss readings

a. Discuss K & P (2008) chapter with purpose of gaining overview of “what is a logic model?”

b. Go over WestCAPT step #7 with intent to transition to the handout

2. Discuss the first parts of what makes up a logic model and set up tasks for the rest of the semester

3. Discuss the role of emancipatory perspective in program evaluation

4. Begin board work – student logic models

Learning Objectives:  

1. Be able to explain the difference between logic models and the process of modeling

2. Recognize the befits and uses of logic models

3. Demonstrate how to read a logic model

4. Understand the difference between a theory of change and program evaluation logic model

5. Describe the ways a logic model promotes program effectiveness.  



6. Gain understanding of how program evaluation fits into the OLC Generalist model

a. I hurt theory

b. 6 step relationship-building, problem-solving process

Week 11 

Reading:
Knowlton & Phillips (2008), Chapter 2; Building and improving theory of change logic
models

Homework:  
Write answers to reflection questions on page 31



Construct a theory of change logic model based on a need at your practicum site – a need 




already being addressed by a program

Class Activities:

1. Discuss readings
2. Continue constructing student logic models on blackboard.

Learning Objectives:

1. Identify basic elements of a theory of change model 

2. Identify the contributions a theory of change model lends to a change effort

3. Create a simple theory of change model based on a practicum program

4. Apply critical review for theory of change model plausibility.  

Week 12 

Reading:
Knowlton & Phillips (2008), Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 Pages 35 – 64

Homework:
Answer reflection questions on pages 46 and 62.



Begin to construct an program logic model based on the theory of change logic model you 




constructed last week.  Bring the model to class and be prepared to draw it on the 




board.  

Class Activities:

1. Discuss readings and apply concepts to student logic models

Learning Objectives:

1. Be able to describe the relationship between theory of change and program logic models

2. Identify the basic elements for a program logic model

3. Be able to create a simple program logic model

4. Begin to recognize the limitations of how to display a logic model

5. Be able to apply simple review and improvement steps to models

6. Identify common errors in program logic models

7. Recognize the value of multiple versions of models

8. Be able to recognize the contributors to logic model quality

Week 13 

Turn in complete literature review on major content area
Reading:
Knowlton & Phillips (2008), Chapter 5 – pages 67 - 88

Homework:
Develop your program logic model and begin to develop evaluation questions, measurements 




and analysis strategies.  Be prepared to discuss what you’re doing with the class.   

Class Activities:  

1. Discuss readings
2. Discuss individual logic models

Learning Objectives:

1. Be able to describe the contributions logic models can make to evaluation design

2. Use a logic model to focus on evaluation information needs

3. Use a logic model to provoke dialogue on both process and results indicators

4. Identify how logic models can be used to inform effectiveness

Week 14 

Reading: 
 Knowlton & Phillips (2008) Chapter 6

Homework:
Answer questions on page 118



Answer two of the following sets of questions (99, 103, 105, 108, 111, 117)

Class Activities:
1. Discuss readings
2. Complete student logic models by coming up with analysis strategies

3. Discuss how to disseminate information – emancipatory practice

Learning Objectives:
1. Begin to identify variations in model format and style

2. recognize that models reflect culture and intended use

3. Explore what will work and will not work in your practicum site

4. Be able to explain why logic models are highly interpretive

Week 15 

Present completed logic models in class (Turn in by class time next week)
Reading: 
 Knowlton & Phillips (2008) Chapter 7

Homework:
Finish your program logic model.  Bring hard copies of it to class.  Develop a presentation 



using powerpoint or another format.    Be prepared to do the presentation.  

Class Activities

1. Discuss readings
2. Oral Reports – Homework logic models

3. Do overview of your learning experience – what worked and didn’t work

Learning Objectives

1. Be able to describe the rationale for evidence-based models

2. Define a logic model archetype

3. Understand contributions an archetype can make to modeling

4. Be able to name the limitations of archetypes

5. Demonstrate ability to construct and present a program logic model

	Disclaimer: This syllabus is not a contract between OLC or the instructor and the student.  The document is presented in good faith and was considered correct when composed.  If circumstances dictate, it may be changed at the discretion of the professor.  


Note: If you have a disability and are in need of assistance to successfully complete this class please contact the OLC Coordinator of Support Services, at 455-6040.
Revised 08/2009


