OGLALA LAKOTA COLLGE

Department of Social Work

Course Syllabus, Social Work 443, Research Project
Spring 2011
MASTER  SYLLABUS

Course Number and Title:   Sowk 443 – Research Project
Credit Hours:     3                       

Course Location and Time:  TBD
 Professor and Contact Information:   

Office Hours:  Before and after class or by appointment; students are encouraged to contact the professor with any unforeseen problems, or any issues that may interfere with the successful completion of the course.

Course Description: 

This is the second course in the two course research sequence and is offered in the spring semester of the academic year.  It provides students with the opportunity to work on a research project.  The research project is a group project arranged by the course instructor with an agency on the reservation or in Rapid City, and involves conducting research (generally needs assessment or program evaluation) on a topic of interest to the agency.  Each student will assume leadership for one phase/segment of the research project; all students will participate in all phases and activities.  Student input into population to be studied will be obtained spring semester of the preceding year (in Methods II); actual population/agency will be dependent upon agency availability and interest.
Intended Learning Outcomes:  

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Write a research proposal.  
2. Be able to follow the steps laid out in the proposal to completion of the project.

3. Be able to work as a member of a research team.

4. Demonstrate beginning mastery of the research process.  

5. Demonstrate understanding of how the strengths perspective and empowerment practice guides the research process.  

Prerequisites:   OLC Core (31 credits), Sowk 403
Required Text:  To be determined
Applicable Policies:  
Policies apply as per Student Handbook 2009-2010, including those covering tardiness, absenteeism, grievances, and more.  Students are encouraged to refer to their copy of the Student Handbook for reference.
Guidelines and Expectations for student behavior:

1. Students are expected to attend each class for the full class period (3 academic hours per week).  If an absence is unavoidable, the student must contact the instructor prior to class whenever possible or as soon after class as possible.

2. Complete all assigned readings before class.

3. Writing assignments must be turned in on time.

4. Participate in all in-class activities.

5. Show initiative and be pro-active and responsible for your own learning.

Attendance:

Students may receive up to 10 points for attendance and participation in each class.  If a student is in attendance for less that 2 of the 3 class hours, s/he will not be eligible for any points and will be considered as absent for that class period.  If a student arrives late and/or leaves early (but is in attendance for at least 2 hours), the maximum number of attendance/participation points for the class will be reduced to 8 points.  If the student has missed three or more classes in a row, or five or more classes over the course of the semester, s/he may be dropped from the course.  

Assessment Methods:  

The descriptions below are intended for overall grading for each course.  They lay out general expectations for each grade level.  Individual courses may have specific criteria as specified by the instructor.

A = 90 – 100%

Performance is excellent. Work is submitted on time, well-written, with content that demonstrates high quality critical thinking.  The student attends all classes for their full length.  The student fully participates in class discussion and demonstrates leadership. All paperwork is handed in on time.  Writing follows APA format, and has no grammatical, spelling, punctuation, or usage errors.  The student demonstrates beginning ability to write within a theoretical framework.  The student makes use of the opportunity to rewrite papers for a higher grade.  

B = 80 – 89 %

Performance at this level is competent. Work is handed in on time.  The student attends all classes for their full length.  The student participates and shows leadership in class.  Paperwork is submitted on time. Writing follows APA format, and has few grammatical, spelling, or usage errors and is well-organized.  Writing also demonstrates a beginning ability to apply theory to practice and engage in critical thinking .   The student makes use of the opportunity to rewrite papers for a higher grade.

Performance is fairly competent. Work is usually handed in on time and shows some evidence critical thinking.  The student attends most classes for their full length.  The student participates in classroom discussions and is beginning to lead discussion.  Writing follows APA format, and has a number of grammatical, spelling or usage errors.  The student demonstrates a beginning ability to relate theory to practice.  The student makes use of the opportunity to rewrite papers for a higher grade.

C = 70 – 79%

Performance is adequate.  Work is often handed in late and critical thinking needs to be a focus of development.  The student attends most classes for their full length.  The student demonstrates limited participation in class. Writing mostly follows APA format, and shows a pattern of grammatical, spelling or usage errors. Writing addresses the paper’s objectives but does not have sufficient depth or content. 

Performance is minimally acceptable.   Assignments are usually late.  Work does not demonstrate critical thinking.   The student has spotty attendance and often arrives late and/or leaves early.  Papers include one or two elements of APA formatting.  Writing demonstrates beginning understanding of the subject, but not in a comprehensive manner, and shows patterns of grammatical, spelling, and usage errors. 

D= 60 – 69% 

Performance unsatisfactory.   Work is almost always late. The student is not often involved in class discussion or activities.  Attendance is poor and the student often arrives late and/or leaves early.  Papers avoid addressing the requirements of the assignment and are characterized by unsubstantiated and general statements.  Grammar, spelling, and punctuation make the narrative difficult to read.

F = below 60%

Basic Paper Grading Criteria

All papers will be graded on a number of dimensions.  


The first is sentence construction. (10%)  A paper with no sentence construction problems will earn full points.  


The second is paragraph construction.  (10%)  Every paragraph should have a topic sentence that the rest of the paragraph supports, defends, argues for or elaborates on.  Each paragraph should develop no more than one main topic/idea.  


The third dimension is overall organization. (10%)  Does it follow the suggested format below?  A major point to remember as you write is that you cannot assume the reader knows anything about what you write.  Pretend you are writing to someone who knows nothing about prevention, social work, macro practice, or social science.  This means that in each paper you should use headings, and explain what you are going to do in the section following the heading.  You cannot be too simple, too clear, or too concise!


The fourth dimension is APA style.  (10%)  Does the paper use APA format in headings, citations, and references?  Does the paper have a cover page?  Does the title of the paper conform to APA guidelines?


The fifth dimension is content. (60%)  How well do you demonstrate that you understand the material you are writing about?  How comprehensive is your presentation of the content?


The sixth dimension is turning the paper in on time.  Papers are to be submitted by midnight of the date due.  Please submit your papers as an attachment by e-mail.  Papers will be deducted 10% of the total available points for late submission 1 day to 2 weeks late; at 2 weeks late, 25% of the total available points will be deducted; at 4 weeks late, 50% of the total available points will be deducted.

Submission of Work:

Students are expected to turn in their work when due.  If, for some reason this is not possible, the student must explain the situation to the professor BEFORE the due date.  Only dire circumstances will be considered as justifiable reasons for late work.  Extensions for the submission of homework will be negotiated between the student and the professor.  

Incomplete Grades:  Incomplete grades (I) may be granted under extraordinary circumstances. 

Disputed Grades: Students may dispute a grade by following the policy as set out in the Student Handbook.

Grading Criteria:

1. Participation in class activities and attendance


  150 points

2. Leadership of assigned section




  150 points

3. Peer evaluation of contribution to project



  100 points

4. Self-evaluation of performance in project



  100 points

5. Professor evaluation of specific project assignments


  250 points

6. Presentation of project (group grade)




  250 points

TOTAL





1000 points
WEEK BY WEEK CALENDAR FOR TOPICAL CONTENT

Week 1 

Activities:
· Review of research process
· Presentation of agency/research project

· Assignment of leadership for different phases/aspects of process

Weeks 2-8
Activities:

· Literature review

· Proposal writing

· Methodology 

· IRB application

Weeks 9-12

Activities:

· Data collection

· Analysis of data

· Writing of results

Weeks 13-14

Activities:

· Writing of conclusions, recommendations

· Proof-reading of full research report

Week15

Activity:

· Presentation of project, findings to agency representative(s)
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