Geog 213 Critical Thinking Questions: Chapter 8 Europe

	
	1 Health Issues from Industrial Development
Soviet mismanagement of eastern Europe during the 20th century led to an emphasis on industrial development without regard to environmental issues. As a result, people living in both central and eastern Europe now have higher rates of environmentally linked health problems. Western and central Europe also made environmental mistakes but are currently world leaders in environmental public health initiatives, eco-sensitive industrial development, and eco-political activism.

Please select one example of environmental management in Europe. What is the current situation there, and what is being done to improve public health in that area?

2 Nationalism and Supranationalism
One of the most remarkable features of 21st-century Europe is the trend by countries toward breaking up into smaller states, as in balkanization, or into more local governance structures, as in devolution, then joining together as members of larger supranational organizations. A good example of this trend is the Czech Republic, which was once part of Czechoslovakia and is now a member of the expanded European Union. 

What are the centrifugal forces acting on European countries to break apart into smaller states? What are the centripetal forces pulling them into supranational organizations? What are some good examples for each case? How does globalization factor into each case?

3 Climate Change in Europe
Europe has some of the most dense and most urbanized populations in the world. Many of these populations are concentrated in cities located on land that is below sea level. The threat of climate change and the possibility of drastic sea level rise threaten the future existence of many of Europe's cities, not to mention the social, economic, and political concerns that come along with the impending relocation of millions of people and entire economies. International agreements, like the Kyoto Protocol and the 2009 Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen have been particularly pressed by European interests. 

Explain Europe's particular vulnerability to global climate change. Other than rising sea level, what are some of the other impacts that an increase in temperature would bring? What do you think about Europe's role in global agreements regarding climate change? Do you think the connections established through globalization flows between Europe and the rest of the world will help or hinder these efforts?

4 Turkish Guest Workers in Germany
During the 1960s, western Europe's economies were booming, yet they were experiencing major labor shortages. As a result, many countries opened their doors to migrant workers from the world's periphery, like the German gastarbeiter or guest worker program. In 1961, the first year of the program , more than 7,000 Turks arrived in Germany, and by 2000 there were almost 2 million. Today, these former guest workers and their families face many challenges in German society, like cultural assimilation, obtaining citizenship, and ethnic discrimination. Such challenges are prompting interesting parallels to the plight of Turks in Germany, comparing Turkish Germans to African Americans.

Summarize the challenges experienced by Turkish people in Germany. How does this relate to their difficulties assimilating, ethnic discrimination, and the inability to obtain citizenship? What do you think would happen if "Germany's Obama" was to become German chancellor one day?




