Geog213 World Regional Geography Spring 2012

Chapter 4 Latin America Critical Thinking Worksheet

Use your textbook and the handouts to answer the questions. DETAILED RESPONSES- Answer all parts of the question

1) Colombia
For nearly 40 years, Colombia has been torn apart by "La Violencia". Unintended consequences of the fighting included international terrorism, destruction of the rule of law nationwide, diversion of the country's oil resources, environmental devastation, and the rise of the illegal drug trade. Insurgent guerilla groups such as FARC and ELN control large tracts of valuable land while paramilitary organizations brutally terrorize the population. Rural peasants face the worst of the violence, and many become internally displaced persons, unable to receive international humanitarian aid because they remain within their own country. In response to a 1999 request from Colombia's president, the United States pledged $1.3 billion in aid to Colombia's federal government, mainly to help eradicate the coca crop that is processed into cocaine. This assistance was known as Plan Colombia. In 2002, the plan was renamed the Andean Regional Initiative. 
Based on your reading, explain the relationship between the United States and Colombia. What globalization flows unite these two countries? Should the United States continue funding the Andean Regional Initiative? If yes, discuss to what extent and for how long? If no, what alternative do you propose? In either case, please explain your reasoning.












2) Coffee Plantations
Brazil is the world's leading producer of coffee, a trade that involves almost all of Latin America as either producers or importers. Small farmers still use the traditional technique of growing coffee plants in the shade of larger trees, often in rainforests, on farms called shade plantations. Commercial growers cut down the forests to create larger farms that require irrigation, fertilizers, and pesticides but produce much higher crop yields; these are known as sun plantations. Ecologists have determined a definite link between migratory bird habitats and shade coffee plantations in Latin America. No one disputes the negative environmental impacts of sun plantation coffee, but the economic incentives for them are great. Most of Mexico's coffee producers remain shade plantations, but as global coffee prices fluctuate, there is growing pressure on them to convert to sun plantations.
How does the global demand for coffee affect growing methods? How does globalization influence the natural environment of coffee-producing areas? 
	
	
































3) Maquiladoras
Maquiladoras fringe Mexico's border with the United States. Advantages to American companies are obvious, but Mexican companies have also profited from maquiladoras before and after NAFTA was implemented in 1994. By 2000, worker wages had risen considerably, and millions streamed to the northern border towns to find employment. Since the global economic downturn began in 2001, however, many maquiladoras have downsized their workforces or gone out of business entirely. 
From this site, developed by geography instructor Ingolf Vogeler, scroll down to the bottom and click on the link titled "employment problems in Juarez" to read an article from The Economist Newspaper regarding unemployment in a community dependent on maquiladoras. Describe the economic rationale for locating maquiladoras at the U.S. borders. Considering economic conditions in the United States and globally, in your view, what is the likely future of maquiladoras in Mexico?
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4) Squatter Settlements in Latin America
Latin America is one of the most urbanized regions in the world. As a consequence of the rapid growth and size of urban populations, cities throughout the world are surrounded by massive squatter settlements. These squatter settlements are often known by regional names, like the most infamous, favelas in Brazil. In these informal settlements, poverty and crime have been major concerns for decades. Yet, increasingly, these squatter settlements have begun to be looked at in a new light. Some argue that these settlements are still communities that can teach the rest of the world about urban life.
Based on these readings, explain what a squatter settlement is and describe some of the reasons that they are formed. What do you think about how perceptions of these informal settlements have changed? What valuable lessons do they offer the rest of the world? 


