Critiquing a Social Research Study
Taken from Michael Holosko’s, 
“Primer for Critiquing Social Research” Page 69

1. Does the study meet the scientific requirements?

a. A driving curiosity

b. A systematic observation

c. A systematic method
d. Logical inquiry

e. Objectivity 

2. Is it a research study?  Does it have;

a. A specified purpose?

b. A rationale for study

c. A specified method

d. Analysis of data

e. A conclusion 

If the article does not report on a research study, what type of non-research study is it? 

3. What kind of study is it:
a. Qualitative or Quantitative.  See page 12 – 15 of Holosko.  Discuss each of the nine criteria with a sentence or two.  
i. Main purpose

ii. Theoretical perspective

iii. Logical orientation

iv. Dynamicism

v. Theory use and generation

vi. Researcher’s role

vii. Problem specification

viii. Method

ix. Generalizability 

4. Is it clearly written?

a. Are there three core subsections evident in the article?

b. Clarity of ideas, findings and discussion

c. The central point is evident

d. 5-cent vs. 10 cent words

e. Phraseology, wordiness, redundancy and jargon

f. Three readings and you’re out!!!

5. Assess its title.  Does the title  
a. Have 10 to 12 words?

b. Make sense standing alone

c. Name important variables/theoretical issues?

d. Make reference to the study sample?

e. Identify variable relationships?

f. Avoid cutesiness, rhetorical questions, and jargon?

6. Assess the authors’ affiliations.  Can you find out
a. Where the authors work?

b. Their degree status?

c. Their relationship to the study?

d. Any additional information about them?

7. Assess the abstract.  Is the abstract
a. Concise, clear and accurate?
b. Specific?

c. Written in the active voice?

8. Assess the references:  The “15-10” Rule of Thumb.  Are there 
a. At least 15 different references?

b. Are a majority of these recent – occurring in the past 10 years?

Quantitative Research

9. Is there a centrality of purpose between the introduction, method and results?

a. Introduction 

i. Why is the research study being done?

ii. What is the purpose?

b. Method – 

i. With whom is the study being done?  

ii. How is the study being done?  

c. Results – 

i. What was found in this study?

ii. Who can benefit from these findings?    

10. Critique the Introduction according to

a. The literature review

i. Is the literature review presented so you can determine the prevalence, occurrence, and incidence of the phenomena under study? 

ii. A balanced review

iii. Clearly apparent in its rationale

iv. Presented in a manner which justifies the purpose of the study.  

v. Adequate

b. Study purpose; Does the study 
i. Explicitly state its purpose?

ii. Actually list the study’s objectives?

iii. State the research questions the study hopes to answer?

iv. Lay out the hypotheses clearly?  
11. Critique the Method according to

a. The sample selection

i. Sample size

ii. Techniques used in selection?

iii. Relationship to the population?

iv. Time frame for selection?

v. Other unique features?

b. The study design

i. Time

ii. Groups used

iii. Replicability

iv. Internal or external threats to validity

c. Classification type

i. Descriptive

ii. Quantitative-Descriptive

iii. Experimental

iv. Quasi-experimental

d. Design objectives

i. Exploration

ii. Instrument/development scale

iii. Variable relationships

iv. Evaluation research

e. Design parameters

i. One shot case study with no intervention

ii. One shot case study with an intervention

iii. Pre- and post-test with an intervention

iv. Multiple time series design with an intervention 

1. longitudinal research

f. Number of groups; Which type of research group is in your study?
i. Case studies

ii. Single group

iii. Single system research

iv. Multiple group

g. Data collection procedures; Assess the data collection with respect to:

i. Locale

ii. What was done

iii. How data were collected

iv. Primary versus secondary data

v. Time

vi. Replicability

vii. Ethical considerations

viii. Relationship to study subjects

h. Critique materials/instruments used; 
i. What instrument was used

ii. What other materials were used during data collection?

iii. Did the researcher report on reliability and validity of instruments?

iv. Is the study easily replicatable? 

v. Were the instruments pre-tested or piloted?  

12. Critique the Results according to

a. Findings

i. Findings are typically summarized in tabular, graph, or chart form.  

b. Tables, graphs or charts.  Assess the study’s tables, graphs, or charts;
i. Number used

ii. Their titles

iii. Whether sample sizes are noted

iv. Their length

v. Clarity of data presentation

c. Statistical data and tests used?  Assess the study’s statistical tests with respect to:
i. Form in which the statistical data is presented

ii. How clearly is the data presented?

iii. Descriptive statistics used?

iv. Parametric statistics used?

v. Non-parametric statistics used?

vi. The significance of the statistical findings

d. Sample (n) data.  Assess the study’s sample aka with respect to
i. Size

ii. Bias/representativeness

iii. Population

iv. Descriptive factors

v. Unique features

e. Discussion.  Critique the discussion  with respect to
i. Its relationship to the results

ii. The emphasis

iii. Use of literature in discussing findings

iv. Whether it is a balanced review

v. Whether or not the results were expected

f. Limitations – Critique presentation of the limitations with respect to
i. What the are

ii. Their significance (major or minor)

iii. Future research needed

g. Implications – What is the main type of knowledge found in the study.  Give examples of it.  
i. Descriptive

ii. Exploratory

iii. Control

h. Potential Stakeholder audience – toward which groups are the findings targeted

i. Study participants

ii. Other consumers

iii. Practitioners

iv. Supervisors

v. Administrators

vi. Policy makers

vii. Agency boards

viii. Communities

ix. Program planners

x. Researchers

xi. Educators

xii. Funders

xiii. Providers of authority

xiv. Other organizations/agencies

a

Qualitative Research Design
13. Necessary elements of qualitative research studies
a. Natural environment

b. Absence of controlled conditions

c. Shared experiences 

d. Different observations & interactions

e. Researcher as participant

14. Main Purposes of Qualitative Studies.  Which of the following is the main purpose of the study you are critiquing?
a. To describe

b. To explain

c. To predict

d. To discover 

15. Critiquing the entry to the field.  Critique the following elements related to entering the field to conduct qualitative research.

a. Casing the setting

b. Permission seeking

c. Obstacles/restrictions

16.  Main data collection strategies.  Which strategy does your study use?

a. Observation

b. Reading/reviewing

c. Interviewing

d. Listening 

17. Unfolding assumptions/questions arising – do the assumptions change according to

a. Whether they are stated or not

b. Their changing nature

c. Their unfolding nature

d. As you finish reading the entire study

18. Time factors in qualitative research – how do the researchers address the following issues related to time in the study?

a. Length

b. Controlled vs. uncontrolled

c. Different time perspectives

d. Reconciling time concerns

19. Sampling concerns – how do the researchers address the following sampling issues in the study?

a. Multiple samples

b. Bias

c.  Contextual meaning
d. Reconciling sampling issues/concerns

20. Main qualitative research methods
a. Phenomenology

b. Narration

c. Case studies

d. Ethnography

e. Action/participatory research

f. Participant observation

g. Grounded theory

h. Practice/program evaluation

21. Main qualitative research techniques.  Which of the techniques are used in your study?
a. Observations

b. Interviews

c. Log books/case notes/field books/diaries
d. Unobtrusive measures

e. Historical accounts

f. Secondary accounts

g. Focus groups

22. Assessing the difference between qualitative techniques and methods – page 62

23. Transforming qualitative data into meaning

a. Raw data 

b. Partially processed data

c. Categories/codes

d. Themes

e. Grounded theory

24. Assessing rigor of qualitative studies  - Does the study have 
a. Reactivity

b. Researcher biases

c. Respondent biases
