The Critiquing Template

By now, you should have read the article you are ready to critique at least three times. I recommend that if it is still unclear, toss it and use another article that is clearer to read and understand, then download it. 
The next step is for you to put the information from the article you have downloaded in your own words. This begins the formal process of developing your critical thinking and analytic skills. The more you are able to put things into your own words/frame of reference, the better you will be able to critique. So before you cut and paste, and/or write out information from the article you have downloaded, start with answering the following questions IN YOUR OWN WORDS!


1. Initial Appraisal of the Introduction, Method and Findings of Article (Chapter 4). 

1.1. Introduction
· Why do you think this study is being done?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What is the purpose of this study?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.2. Method
· With whom is this study being done?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· How did they do this study?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.3. Results
· What were two main findings of this study?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Who might benefit from these findings?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Article Title (Chapter 4)

Does it:

· have 10 to 12 words? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

· make sense standing alone? ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________

· name important variables? ________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

· make reference to the sample? ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________

· is it clearly written? ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
 


Give an example of an alternate title based on your critique.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Article Abstract (Chapter 4)


· does it have 120 words? __________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
· is it clear, concise and accurate? ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________

· is it specific? ___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
· is it written in the active voice? _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Comments about the Abstract:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Article References (Chapter 4)

Go to the reference list at the end of the study to assess the following:

· Are there at least 15 different references cited?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Are the majority of the references recent – that is, they occurred in the past 10 years?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Article Introduction (Chapter 6)

5.1. Review of Literature
· Is this a balanced review of literature on this subject?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Is the rationale for this study clear?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Is the literature presented in a manner, which justifies the purpose of the study?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.2. Study Purpose
· Is there an explicitly stated study purpose?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· How is the purpose stated?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· After reading the entire study, is there any other purpose that unfolds?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Article Method (Chapter 7)

6.1. Quantitative vs. Qualitative (Chapter 3)
· Is this a quantitative or qualitative study and why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.2. Sample Selection
Critique the sample with respect to its:

· size _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· techniques used in selection ____________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· relationship to the population ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· any other unique features ______________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Comments about the Sample: ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6.3. Data Collection Procedures
Assess how data were collected according to:

· where they were collected ______________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· how they were collected _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· primary vs. secondary data sources ______________________________
___________________________________________________________

· how long it took to collect the data _______________________________
___________________________________________________________

· ethical considerations _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Comments about Data Collection: ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.4. Instruments of Study
Also referred to as Materials, or Measures or both, critique the instruments of study according to:

· how many instruments/scales/inventories/observation schedules/questions etc., were used in the study? ___________________
___________________________________________________________

· were they reliable, and/or valid? _________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· could you replicate their use? ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________

· were they pre-tested? _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Comments about Study Instruments: ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 7.   Article Results (Chapter 8)
7.1. Findings
· List all of the major findings ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· List all minor findings
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.2. Limitations

· What study limitations are mentioned by the authors? Are these major or minor?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What study limitations did the authors not note? Are these major or minor?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.3. Implications
· Who are the groups the author(s) note that the study findings may be directed to?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· List two other groups (not mentioned by the authors) who may benefit from this study.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
















