What is a Literature Review?

The purpose of a literature review is to determine what is known and what is still unknown about a certain topic, and to define a specific problem or focus for your particular project.

The function of the literature review is to inform your purpose, rationale, questions and methods for your research.

Locke, Spirduso and Silverman (1993) define scholarship as an ongoing conversation in the field. The literature in a field is the record of the conversations.

· First listen to what is being said (review the literature)

· Then formulate a comment designed to advance the dialogue (purpose of your study)

In your review, you will establish what has been said to this point as the basis for proposing your own contribution.

Locke, Spirduso and Silverman (1993) recommend:

Generally, your literature review does NOT need to be exhaustive. You need enough sense of the conversation to argue persuasively that the topic and methods for your study are sound.

In a research proposal, your proposed study in previous work to explain decisions you made.


Explain:

· How and why you formulated your research questions or hypotheses.

· How and why you formulated your methods.

You must bring your own personal and professional experiences to the conversation in your field.

Your experiences inform your analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and critique of the literature.

This experience is about learning how to work as a scholar, learning how you work as a scholar.

Purpose of the Literature Review:

· Informs the reader about other related studies

· Establishes the context for relating your study to the larger dialogue in the literature about your topic; what are the facts; who are the established scholars; what are the parameters of the field; and what theories, hypotheses, questions are important
· Provides a framework for establishing the importance of your study. Allows you to relate your findings to other findings and discuss them.
· Gives information about the methodologies that have been used to study your topic. 
· Helps to narrow the problem.
· Should tell you what is missing. What are the questions needing further study? Provides information on how the question you are studying derives from previous research.
Some Suggested Steps:

James March:

· Read widely and voraciously in the field of interest—Can read from the old to the new, general to the specific.

· Think, analyze and weed out, attempting to narrow the topic.

· Talk to someone who knows the field.

Creswell:

· Introduction: Tell the reader about the pertinent topics

· Topic I – independent variable

· Topic II-Dependent variable

· Topic III- Both variables

· Summary: Capture major themes

Jack Fraenkel:

· General sources – indexes, abstracts, etc.

· Primary sources report research results directly – e. g., journal articles

· Secondary sources refers to publications where authors discuss the works of others – e.g., textbooks, reviews, yearbooks, encyclopedias

He recommends starting with secondary sources to get a handle on the topic

What You Should Expect to Learn:

· Closely related problems

· Alternative definitions of concepts

· Populations used in previous studies

· Design of previous studies

· Observational evidence obtained in related situations

· Data analysis strategies

· Pitfalls from others’ procedures, instruments, etc.

· Recommendations for further research from others
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