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Assignment: Edit pictures in Picasa2 

(Dr. Sylvio Mannel, 2006)

Picasa is a free image editing software made by Google. It is a very user-friendly and simple program. It’s easy to work with, but on the downside it doesn’t have as many options as other (free) programs. 

In this assignment you will: 

1. Edit pictures (crop, rotate, saturation, 

Prerequisites

· Picasa is installed
· Pictures are uploaded into your work directory
Follow the procedures and answer the questions with a Q in front! Help each other and work as a team!
If you haven’t done so, transfer the pictures from the CD (they are in the photo folder) to your work directory!
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Open the following programs:

· windows explorer (same as <My Documents>) 
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navigate to your folder with the pictures

· press the <Views> button to 

check out your pictures as a thumbnail and in detail 
First we will add our folder with the uploaded pictures to Picasa

1. Open Picasa2
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Click <File> 
3. Click <Add Folder to Picasa>
4. Find your folder and check <Scan Always> on the right side

5. Click <ok>
6. Double click on picture ‘2006_0807_storm_prairie_fire 002.jpg’
Check out the <Basic Fixes>

7. Click on <straighten> to straighten the picture

8. Click on <crop> and crop the picture

9. Click on <I’m feeling lucky> 
· program will decide best contrast and brightness
· you might not see any change if the picture is good)
1. <auto contrast> and <auto color> 
2. Click undo to compare

3. Check out fill light
4. click undo and redo to compare the effects

Q: What does fill light do? 
Q: What part of the camera is responsible for the amount of fill light a picture? 
Check out the <Tuning> tab (the magic wand is an automatic suggestion, which actually works most of the time)
"Color Temperature": This slider "warms up" or "cools down" the colors in a photo. Photos taken in incandescent light often appear too warm, and photos taken outdoors in sunlight may have a blue hue. Use this slider to fix both.

"Neutral Color Picker": This eyedropper tool allows the user to manually set the correct white balance and remove color cast by clicking on a neutral color in the photograph (such as a white wall or a white shirt).

"Magic Contrast": works just like "Auto Contrast", but allows you to adjust the levels for precise control. Click the "Magic Contrast" wand button for suggested contrast levels, and then drag the sliders to get the best looking result. (Picasa)

Check out:

1. fill light

2. highlight

3. shadows

4. and color temperature

Q: What does color temperature do? When would you use it?

Perform additional edits to your liking
I usually

First <straighten>

Check <I’m feeling lucky>

Adjust highlights

Add saturation
Check out saturation, if you haven’t done so, already.

Now we will save the edits. That is actually a little complicated in Picasa. You cannot press the save button. 

Click <File> <Export to Folder> 

Make sure to 

· Check <use original Size> 

· And <Maximum> as image quality

· (or 100% for jpg)
Q: Check in Windows Explorer, whether or not the picture is in there? Is it there? Yes or no? (Yes is the right answer!)
New Assignment:  Add fill-light
Open the picture “2006_1008_harney_peak 017.JPG”

Q: What is the problem with this picture? 

Fix it!

1. crop it use 8*10

a. grab the picture by the right side and pull over so it becomes letter size (versus landscape) 

2. Add highlight

3. And then try to get the sky stand out more by adding some shadows 

4. and under <effects> add saturation

5. Do additional edits to your liking

6. Export the edited picture to your work directory

7. Show instructor!
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