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Assignment: Install free photo software, like ‘Picasa2’ 

(Dr. Sylvio Mannel, 2006)

This Assignment will enable you to download and install good and free software. Photo-Editing is essential to good Digital Photography. There is always something to crop or a contrast to be increased. There are many photo editing programs. Adobe Photoshop CS provides the best and fullest image editing options. However, it is very expensive and it has a very steep learning curve. There are many (thick) books about its usage. Other free programs are: Picasa by Google, The Gimp, etc. In this assignment we will download Picasa, which is a free program by Google and install it. 

In this assignment you will: 

1. Explore a website that offers free legal software programs
2. Find photo software

3. Download and install the software
Prerequisites

· Internet
Follow the procedures and answer the questions with a Q in front! Help each other and work as a team!
Preparation:
Getting comfortable with the computer

1. Open Windows Explorer (same as <My computer> or <My documents>) from the <Start> menu
2. Open Internet Explorer

3. Get comfortable minimizing, resizing and maximizing these 2 programs

4. Resize both programs so they are visible side by side

5. Show instructor!
If you haven’t done so already, set up a folder in which you will save your work!

In Windows Explorer:
1. Click on C:\

2. Right click in the white space

3. Click <New>

4. <Folder>

5. Rename to photo_your name (i.e. photo_michelle)

6. double click to get into your folder

7. This folder is your work directory

Q: What is the ‘Address’ of your folder? That is very important. Remember it!
C:\...

Minimize your Windows explorer
First we will go to a website which offers free legal download of all sorts of software

in Internet Explorer open the following website

www.download.com 

Search for: photo and click <go>

Scroll down to view your results

Q: How many items were found? (Hint scroll down all the way)

The results include both software to buy and free software. We will now filter for only free software.
Where it says <filter by> change ‘all licenses’ to ‘free’ 

Press <filter>

Q: How many items were found?

Now, we want to find the best software. 

Under ‘ratings’ click ‘CNET Editors’ to sort based on the rating 

Find Picasa

Read the review on Picasa

Click on <Read user reviews>

Q: What is the ‘Cons’ that the reviewer PortVista listed 16-June-2006? Any idea what it means?

Q: What other photo programs received good reviews?

We will now download the software

Go back to Picasa

Click on <Download Now>

In the popup window click <save> to download the software in your <My pictures> folder 
After the download is complete click open folder

You need administrator rights to install the software. Let me know and I get the installation started for you.

You can finish the installation.

1. Click <I agree> to the License Agreement

2. Click <install> for the default installation folder

3. UNCHECK the following items: 
· ‘Add shortcut to Quick launch’

· ‘Show System Tray Icon’

· ‘Set Google as my default search engine’

4. The only items checked are: ‘Create shortcut’ and ‘Run Picasa2’

There might be a free update available, 

5. click <yes, Download Now>

After download is complete

6. check <Only scan My Documents, My pictures, and the Desktop>
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