Digital Photography Tips and Tricks (Dr. Sylvio Mannel)

Taking pictures:

· Lock the focus! (Before taking picture press button half down to focus on object

· Double up! Take at least two pictures of important subjects (second is often sharper)

· Use a fill-flash (especially when sun casts shadows on a persons face

· Stay within flash range (at most 20ft)

· Magic hour is an hour after sunrise or before sunset
· Use rule Thirds 

· Have the main object off center

· Its often better to get close to the subject than zooming in

· Sunset pictures or night pictures use self-timer on a stable surface (i.e. tripod)

Other ideas:

· To take a great picture of a spider web, spray the web with water
· Pictures of animals should be taken from the front (not back)

Buying a camera:

· Check consumer report

· At least 3MB

· Optical zoom is important (not digital zoom)

Photo editing
· Download free software, i.e. Studioline PhotoBasics at www.download.com, http://www.tucows.com  (they have software for a ton of other things, filter software by “free license”) 

· first rotate picture

· crop to main subject

· improve color (or make Black/White)

Printouts:

· Good ratings had:

· Shutterfly.com
· Kodakgallery.com
Create backup copies 

· On external harddrive

· On CDs (750MB)

· On DVDs 4.5GB)
Advanced tips and tricks

Use slow sync flash (flash and some night symbol)

· Has a lower shutter speed paired with flash – more details in background

· e.g. use for night portraits with the city lights in the background
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