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OGLALA LAKOTA COLLEGE
COURSE SYLLABUS & ADMINISTRATION
Fall 2013
Rebuilding the Lakota Nation through Education
Wounspe Ihuniyan Hci Lakota Oyate Kin Akta Ic’icakagapi Kte lo 


Name of Course:  Introduction to Social Science	Course Number:  SoSc 103

Department:  Humanities and Social Science	Credit Hours:  Three (yamni)

Location:  	Time & Day:  

Instructor’s Name:  	Email:  
Phones:  	Mobile:  
Office:  	Office Hours:  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Description (Waunspe Oyakapi):
This course introduces students to the social science disciplines, including anthropology, sociology, history, psychology, geography, economics, and political science.  The curriculum covers the major methods and theories that are used in attempting to explain the world that human beings have created. Subject matter includes family, race, gender, globalization, poverty, and culture.

Prerequisites: 	Engl 103 with a “C” or better.

Required Text and Materials:
· Zulke, F. J., & Kirley, J. P. (Eds.). (2002). Through the eyes of social science (6th edition). Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.
· Additional readings to be distributed by the instructor
			
Course Goal:
Students will obtain an overview of the various social science disciplines through discussion of central issues.

Learning Objectives (Wounspe Taku Unspepi Kte Kin He Le E):  Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
· describe the major subject areas studied by social scientists.
· compare the major approaches social scientists have developed in their quest to understand social life.
· apply concepts, terms, and theories from social science to the analysis of specific issues.
· show a basic understanding of how social science approaches the study of social life.

Assessment:
These objectives will be assessed through the use of reading response questions, written research methods assignments, written exams, and a research paper assignment.

Instructional Methodology:
This course will be taught utilizing the lecture-discussion format.  To maintain a fun and engaging classroom atmosphere, we will use combinations of class discussions, short lectures, video clips, and hands-on exercises in our classes.




Course Rationale:
This course exists to help students gain a basic knowledge of the social sciences and some of the skills required to conduct social science research.  This course will help give students the necessary skills to succeed in their more advanced social science courses.

Homework:
Each student should expect to spend two (nunpa) to three (yamni) hours out of class on reading and homework assignments each week, for every hour of class time (each credit hour), in order to perform satisfactorily.  Therefore, if a course is three (yamni) credit hours you should spend approximately six (sakpe) hours outside of the course room on required readings and homework.  However, every student differs in their individual skills, educational background, experience, capability and personal goals; so the amount of time you must dedicate to out of class work can vary significantly from this national average.

Reading Load:
Reading will include approximately one (wanji) to two (nunpa) chapters per week, plus handouts and homework as assigned.

Type & Amount of Writing Load:
Moderate writing is required throughout the semester.  Each week, students complete reading response questions and the exams will contain essay tasks.  In addition, each student is required to write a research paper.

Lakota Perspective Provided Through:
This course stresses Wolakotakiciapi of “learning Lakota ways of life in the community”. This course is based on the values of mutual respect and generosity (woohola na wochantognakapi), seeking to advance each individual’s knowledge through their continuing hard work (fortitude- wowalitake) and willingness to learn new information and viewpoints, as well as to demonstrate it, by speaking in front of the group (bravery-woohitike); all undertaken in an environment of complete truthfulness, trust, integrity and humility.  We will do this by embracing the teaching of our ancestors as we learn new ways.  (Waunspe wicakiyapi ki iglutanyan ihani unpi kun hena itan waunspe tokeca uha ayin kte.)



Evaluation and Grading:
	Midterm Exam
See description of final exam
	150pts. (15%)

	Final Exam
Exams consist of short answer questions and a few short essay (2-3 paragraphs) questions at the end.  Exams cover both in-class and reading materials.  Short answer questions at times can be answered in just a few words but at other times you will need to answer with a few complete sentences.  The essay questions are almost always comparative in scope. For example, similar theses may be studied with different approaches, and can ultimately lead to different insights.  You will be expected to compare and contrast these approaches in your short essays.  To be successful, you must do the homework and discuss the connections between the reading and in-class material with both the instructor and each other.  The final exam will be comprehensive, but only in the sense that it will include the big themes taught prior to the midterm.  Makeup exams will only be given in extraordinary circumstances.  These exams are difficult and require a substantial amount of advanced studying and preparation to do well.
	200pts. (20%)


	Research Paper
Your research paper will summarize your individual research on a topic of your choice.  In this paper you must review and properly cite at least four (4) literature sources outside of the homework assignments (Wikipedia and all other websites are not appropriate/acceptable sources for this assignment).  This will be a short paper, minimally 5 pages double-spaced (at 12pt font).  You will need to identify and explore a social science topic that you find particularly important.  The paper must argue for why the topic is important for people besides yourself, describe a hypothesis you could imagine yourself testing, and describe to me the types of data you could realistically collect to test this hypothesis.
You will need to turn in your chosen research topic for approval on Week 6 and an outline of this paper is due to me on Week 10.  I will be happy to read rough drafts of your paper; the last day that I will accept rough drafts will be Week 12.  The final draft of this paper is due to me on Week 14.
	200pts. (20%)

	2 Research Methods Projects
You will complete two research methods projects during the first half of this semester.  These projects are designed to introduce you to some of the most common methods social scientists use to collect data in order to conduct research.  To complete these projects you will be required to collect data, via participant observation and an interview, in the real world and then write a short, minimally 2 pages double-spaced (at 12pt font), report based upon your experiences.  Detailed instructions for each of these projects will be handed out in class.
	200pts. (20%)

	Reading Response Questions
Reading response questions will be assigned each week.  These questions are designed to help guide you through the readings by keeping you focused on the main points that we will be discussing in class and are also a way for me to make sure you are doing each week’s readings prior to class.  In your answers to these questions I will be looking for you to demonstrate that you both read and thought about the reading.  Your answers do not necessarily have to be long; quality of content and not volume will be much more important in your answers.  You will be graded on your level of effort and ability to communicate what you have learned from the readings more than anything else.  Answers to the reading response questions are due at the start of class each week and CANNOT be turned in late.  You will be answering a total of twelve sets of reading response questions; each set of questions will be worth 10 points, or 1% of your final grade, so in total your reading response questions will make up 12% of your final grade.  Repeated failure to turn in reading response questions will be an indication to me that you are not properly preparing yourself for in-class discussions and will thus have a negative effect on your overall participation grade.
	120pts. (12%)

	In-Class Participation
Class participation is critical to this course.  Students will be graded both on how often they participate in in-class activities and the quality of their participation.  Merely being present does not equal participation.  Showing signs of disrespect, e.g. by frequently leaving and entering the room, texting, talking while others are presenting, etc. will have a negative impact on your participation grade.
	130pts. (13%)

	Extra Credit Options
The instructor may or may not provide opportunities for extra credit.  Students are encouraged to do their assignments and turn them in on time, rather than hoping to redeem their grades through extra credit assignments.
	

	TOTAL
	1000pts. (100%) 



A = Superior Quality Work = Demonstrated concept mastery by scoring 900pts. (90%) or better.
B = Good Quality Work = Demonstrated concept mastery by scoring 800-899pts. (80-89%).
C = Satisfactory Quality Work = Demonstrated concept mastery by scoring 700-799pts. (70-79%).
D = Marginal Quality Work = Demonstrated weak concept mastery by scoring 600-699pts. (60-69%).
F = Demonstrated concept mastery below the acceptable mark of 600pts. (60%).

W = Withdrawal = A student may withdraw from a course by filling out a Drop Card to be recorded by the Registrar.  The student must sign this form if you drop yourself.  A Drop Card may/can be filled out and signed by a counselor/instructor for lack of attendance.




POLICIES
College Policy on Grading and Change of Grades: http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf  see page 9 and 10

Course Requirements, Expectations or Students: Because OLC offers classes in three-hour blocks once per week, (for everyone’s travel convenience), if you are absent from one OLC class session, it’s like missing three classes at another college.  (See student handbook).
· Unannounced quizzes and graded in-class exercises will be given; content can include any course material assigned, up to and including the current session.
· Your homework assignments must be turned in on the dates due to get full credit.
· You are expected to participate in class discussion; this provides evidence of your interest in and preparation for the class.  It also helps gauge the effectiveness of the instruction and everyone’s level of comprehension of the material presented.  Most importantly, fellow class members benefit from your opinions and insights; in addition, the questions you ask may be about the same topic with which other students are having difficulty, so by helping yourself you also help them.
· If the Instructor is not present at the beginning of the class, and the College Center Staff has not heard from the Instructor, you should wait at least 30 minutes past the normal start-time and then if the Instructor has still not arrived, you may leave.

Attendance and Tardiness
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf  see page 8

Policies on Academic Honesty
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf  see page 43

Standards of Conduct Policy
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf   see page 38

ADA Policy
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf   see page 37

Electronic Information Resources Acceptable Use Guidelines
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf  see page 41


DEPARTMENT SPECIFIC POLICIES
Course Specifics:

.
TOPICAL CONTENT
	Date
	Objectives
	Assignments

	Oko Wanci                     [date]
	Introduction to the Social Sciences
· Describe the different social science disciplines
· Explain the basics of the scientific method
	

	Oko Nunpa
[date]
	Historical Developments
· Describe the history of social sciences
	· Read Zulke & Kirley pp. 14-15, chapters 4, 5, 6, & 11 prior to class on [date week 2]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 1 prior to class on [date week 2]

	Oko Yamni
[date]
	Social Evolution
· Describe the socio-cultural evolution
	· Read Zulke & Kirley chapter 19 prior to class on [date week 3]
· Read Darwin 1859 prior to class on [date week 3]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 2 prior to class on [date week 3]

	Oko Topa
[date]
	Culture Concept
· Compare cultural traditions
	· Read Zulke & Kirley chapters 20 & 24 and pp. 23-26 prior to class on [date week 4]
· Read Spradley 2003 prior to class on [date week 4]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 3 prior to class on [date week 4]

	Oko Zaptan
[date]
	Language
· Explain the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
· Examine the importance of language
	· Read Thomson 2003 prior to class on [date week 5]
· Read Rymer 2012 prior to class on [date week 5]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 4 prior to class on [date week 5]
· Submit Research Methods Project I: Participant Observation on [date week 5]

	Oko Sakpe
[date]
	Socialization
· Compare socialization in various societies
	· Read Mead 1928 prior to class on [date week 6]
· Read Mead 1935 prior to class on [date week 6]
· Complete Research Response Questions 5 prior to class on [date week 6]
· Submit your research paper topic on [date week 6]

	Oko Sakowin
[date]
	Midterm Exam
· Demonstrate having reached the previous lesson objectives by completing the midterm exam
	· Complete the midterm exam in class on [date week 7]

	Oko Saglogan
[date]
	Economic Systems
· Examine differences in gift exchange
	· Read Cronk 2003 prior to class on [date week 8]
· Read Johnson 1989 prior to class on [date week 8]
· Complete Research Response Questions 6 prior to class on [date week 8]
· Submit Research Methods Project II: Interview on [date week 8]

	Oko Napcinyunka
[date]
	Culture and the Supernatural
· Examine differences and similarities in beliefs of the supernatural
	· Read Gmelch 2003 prior to class on [date week 9]
· Read Stern 2012 prior to class on [date week 9]
· Complete Research Response Questions 7 prior to class on [date week 9]

	Oko Wikcemna
[date]
	Comparative Mythology
· Compare different myths
	· Read Cambell 2004 prior to class on [date week 10]
· Read Chisholm 2000 prior to class on [date week 10]
· Complete Research Response Questions 8 prior to class on [date week 10]
· Submit the outline of your research paper in class on [date week 10]

	Oko Ake Wanci
[date]
	Race & Ethnicity
· Describe how race is culturally defined in the United States and in Brazil
· Explain how racial profiling can be researched
	· Read Zulke & Kirley chapters 29 & 49 prior to class on [date week 11]
· Read Fish 2003 prior to class on [date week 11]
· Complete Research Response Questions 9 prior to class on [date week 11]

	Oko Ake Nunpa
[date]
	Family & Gender
· Compare gender roles in various societies
· Examine the function of the family
	· Read Zulke & Kirley chapters 34 & 42 prior to class on [date week 12]
· Read Friedl 2003 prior to class on [date week 12]
· Read Fernea & Fernea 2003 prior to class on [date week 12]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 10 prior to class on [date week 12]

	Oko Ake Yamni
[date]
	Social Class
· Examine social stratification in the United States
	· Read Zulke & Kirley chapter 44 prior to class on [date week 13]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 11 prior to class on [date week 13]

	Oko Ake Topa
[date]
	Crime & Punishment
· Evaluate different strategies for crime reduction
	· Read Zulke & Kirley chapter 54 prior to class on [date week 14]
· Complete Reading Response Questions 12 prior to class on [date week 14]

	Oko Ake Zaptan
[date]
	Final Exam
· Demonstrate having reached the course objectives in the Final Exam
	· Complete the final exam in class on [date week 15]

















Disclaimer:  Information contained in this syllabus was, to the best knowledge of the instructor, considered correct and complete when distributed for use at the beginning of the semester.    However, this syllabus should not be considered a contract between Oglala Lakota College and any student.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes in course content or instructional techniques without notice or obligation. Students will be informed of any such changes.  Additional student rights and responsibilities are outlined in the Student Handbook. http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf 
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