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OGLALA LAKOTA COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS & ADMINISTRATION

Spring 2013
Rebuilding the Lakota Nation through Education
Wounspe Ihuniyan Hci Lakota Oyate Kin Akta Ic’icakagapi Kte lo 
Name of Course:  International Politics
Course Number:  Pols 323
Department:  Humanities and Social Science
Credit Hours:  Three (yamni)
Location:  He Sapa College Center
Time & Day:  Wednesday 1:00 - 4:00
Instructor’s Name:  Lilias Jarding
Email:  ljarding@olc.edu
Phone:  605-787-2872
Office:  N/A

Office Hours: Wednesday 12:00 – 1:00; other times by appointment
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Course Description (Waunspe Oyakapi):
This course focuses on international political systems and world politics.  Topics include national ideologies, forms of political organization, international law, imperialism, and contemporary world politics.
Prerequisites: 
Pols 203; Geog 213 and/or HISA 243 recommended
Required Text and Materials:
Text: Nau, Henry R.  2012.  Perspectives on International Relations: Power, Institutions, Ideas, 3rd ed.  

Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.

         Be sure to get the Third Edition.


Online Materials:

Course materials are available online in Dr. Jarding’s webfolder.  The webfolder address is www.olc.edu/~ljarding/webfolder/.  To access a document in the webfolder, go to the url and click on the name of your course.  Then click on the name of the document you wish to view.  Use a left click to view and read the document online.  To download the reading to your own computer or flash drive, you must right-click the file name and choose the “Save As” option.

Other Needed Supplies:
Students will need to use a notebook for class notes.  All assignments are to be typed, except those completed during class.  Please use a black or blue pen for in-class assignments.

Course Goal:
Students gain a general knowledge of international political systems and world politics.

Learning Objectives (Wounspe Taku Unspepi Kte Kin He Le E):  
At the end of this course, students will be able to:

· describe the actors, institutions, and processes involved in politics at the international level.
· critically analyze political information and to voice ideas and opinions at the classroom level.
· apply the information gained in this course to activities related to governance and policy-making.
· use social science research and writing skills, including proficiency in citation.
· take accurate and complete classroom, research, and reading notes.
Assessment:
These objectives will be assessed through the use of in-class activities, weekly reading reports, a research paper, a presentation of the research paper’s findings, and midterm and final examinations.
Instructional Methodology:
The course content will be conveyed by means of lectures, discussions, in-class exercises, research, and short papers.
Course Rationale:
This is an upper division Social Science course appropriate for majors in the Humanities and Social Science Department and for other students who plan to work in settings that impact or are impacted by global forces.  This course will provide you with a basis of international political knowledge, vision, and skills that you can apply in future employment and study.  
Homework:
Each student should expect to spend two (nunpa) to three (yamni) hours out of class on reading and homework assignments each week for every hour of class time (each credit hour), in order to perform satisfactorily.  Therefore, if a course is three (yamni) credit hours you should spend approximately six (sakpe) hours outside of the classroom on required readings and homework.  However, every student differs in their individual skills, educational background, experience, capability, and personal goals; so the amount of time you must dedicate to out-of-class work can vary significantly.
Reading Load:
Reading will include approximately one (wanji) chapter per week, plus supplemental material as assigned.

Type and Amount of Writing Load:
This course has high writing requirements.  Students will write nine weekly reading reports and a research paper.  The midterm will be a take-home essay examination.  In addition, the final examination will include essay tasks.
Lakota Perspective Provided Through:
This course stresses Wolakotakiciapi, “learning Lakota ways of life in the community.”  This course is based on the values of mutual respect and generosity (woohola na wochantognakapi), seeking to advance each individual’s knowledge through their continuing hard work (fortitude- wowalitake) and willingness to learn new information and viewpoints, as well as to demonstrate it, by speaking in front of the group (bravery-woohitike); all undertaken in an environment of complete truthfulness, trust, integrity and humility.  We will do this by embracing the teaching of our ancestors as we learn new ways.  (Waunspe wicakiyapi ki iglutanyan ihani unpi kun hena itan waunspe tokeca uha ayin kte.)
Evaluation and Grading:
	In-Class Participation

Class participation is critical to this course.  Students will be graded both on how often they participate in in-class activities and the quality of their participation.  Merely being present does not equal participation.  Guidelines on class participation are available on the evaluation form that is attached to this syllabus and in Dr. Jarding’s webfolder.  You will receive four participation grades during the semester, with a written explanation.  Each participation grade is worth a possible 25 points. 
	100 points (20% of grade)

	Weekly Reading Reports
Students will complete nine weekly reading reports for the weeks of their choice.  Each report is worth a possible ten points.  The paper must include all readings assigned for that week and is due at class time on the day the reading is assigned.  See the evaluation rubric for short papers, attached to this syllabus and in the instructor’s webfolder, for information on how this assignment will be evaluated.  More information on this assignment can be found below.
	90 points (18%)

	In-Class Opinion Essays

Students will complete four in-class opinion essays on course topics.  The dates for these assignments are listed on the Course Schedule.  See the evaluation rubric for short papers, attached to this syllabus and in the instructor's webfolder, to more information on how this assignment will be evaluated.  More information on this assignment can be found below.
	40 points (8%)

	Research Paper
Students will complete a research paper of approximately 12 pages about an international political issue.  The full assignment and the evaluation rubric for this paper are attached to this syllabus and available in the instructor’s webfolder.
	100 points (20%)

	Presentation of Research Results
Each student will present the results of their research paper to the full class on the date it is due.  This will be a ten- to fifteen-minute presentation.  The full assignment and the evaluation rubric for this presentation are attached to this syllabus and available in the instructor’s webfolder.
	40 points (8%)

	Midterm (Weeks 6-7) and Final Examinations (Week 15)
The Midterm will be a typed take-home, essay examination.  

The Final will measure students’ understanding of the basic concepts of international politics in practice and theory.  It will be completed during the last class period and will consist of essay questions.  The Final exam will cover the entire course, with an emphasis on the second half of the course.  No make-ups can be scheduled for the Final examination.
See the evaluation form that is attached to this syllabus and available in the instructor’s webfolder for more information on evaluation of exams.
	60 points (12%)
70 points (14%)



	Extra Credit Options
The instructor may or may not provide opportunities for extra credit.  Students are encouraged to do their assignments and turn them in on time, rather than hoping to redeem their grades through extra credit assignments.
	

	TOTAL
	500 points (100%)


A = Superior Quality Work = Demonstrated excellent concept mastery by scoring 90% or better.

B = Good Quality Work = Demonstrated concept mastery by scoring 80-89%.

C = Satisfactory Quality Work = Demonstrated concept mastery by scoring 70-79%.

D = Marginal Quality Work = Demonstrated weak concept mastery by scoring 60-69%

F = Demonstrated poor concept mastery below the score of 60%, which is well below what may be required in the business world.

W = Withdrawal = A student may withdraw from a course by filling out a Drop Card to be recorded by the Registrar.  The student must sign this form if you drop yourself.  A Drop Card may/can be filled out and signed by a counselor/instructor for lack of attendance.

POLICIES

College Policy on Grading and Change of Grades: 
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf  - see page 11
Course Requirements, Expectations of Students: Because OLC offers classes in three-hour blocks once per week, (for everyone’s travel convenience), if you are absent from one OLC class session, it’s like missing three classes at another college.  (See student handbook).

· Unannounced quizzes and graded in-class exercises will be given; content can include any course material assigned, up to and including the current session.

· Your homework assignments must be turned in on the dates due to get full credit.

· You are expected to participate in class discussion; this provides evidence of your interest in and preparation for the class.  It also helps gauge the effectiveness of the instruction and everyone’s level of comprehension of the material presented.  Most importantly, fellow class members benefit from your opinions and insights; in addition, the questions you ask may be about the same topic with which other students are having difficulty, so by helping yourself you also help them.

· If the Instructor is not present at the beginning of the class, and the College Center Staff has not heard from the Instructor, you should wait at least 30 minutes past the normal start-time and then if the Instructor has still not arrived, you may leave.

Attendance and Tardiness
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf -- see page 8
Policies on Academic Honesty
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf -- see page 43
Standards of Conduct Policy
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf -- see page 38
ADA Policy
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf - see pages 37-38
Electronic Information Resources Acceptable Use Guidelines
http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf  see page 41
DEPARTMENT SPECIFIC POLICIES
Course Specifics:
Weekly Reading Reports:
The format for the reading report is:
· Your name and the date on top of the sheet in a header
· Citation(s) (APA form) at the top of the page

· Description: a brief summary of the week’s reading(s) (one paragraph per reading)

· Analysis: how does the reading relate to other course materials?  Be specific and mention specific course readings.

· Topic: state a minimum of one discussion topic that arises from the reading.
A sample reading report is included in Dr. Jarding’s webfolder.  Reading reports are approximately one page long, double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all four sides.
In-Class Opinion Essays:
The in-class opinion essays are designed to allow students to show that they have thought about the week's readings and in-class activities.  They will be completed at the end of the class period, will be hand-written, and will be one to two pages long.
Expectations:
Much emphasis is put on Lakota values, particularly respect in the classroom.  Being respectful in this class includes:

· Students and instructor arrive on time and stay through the whole class period.

· If students or instructor cannot come to class, they let each other know in advance

· Students pay attention when another student or the instructor is talking (including no cell phones, texting, side conversations, laptops, etc.).  Cell phones must be turned all the way off and placed in a bag or pocket, in line with College Center policies.

· The instructor will value the students’ contributions

· The instructor will incorporate a Lakota perspective as much as possible

· Students and the instructor will be prepared for each class session, so that class time can be used as productively as possible

· The Social Sciences focus on valuing different interpretations of information.  Students are strongly encouraged to develop and voice their own opinions, and students and the instructor will respect all opinions.

Communication: 

Students will use OLC e-mail for this class and are expected to check their e-mail at least twice a week.  You are responsible for all information the Instructor sends to you via e-mail.  You will also need to download some course materials through the course webfolder.  If class is cancelled for any reason, the instructor will call the college center, and an e-mail will be sent to all students, if at all possible.

Attendance and Drop Policy:
In addition to being dropped for five total absences, students who miss three consecutive classes without contacting the instructor may be dropped.  Students who leave more than an hour before class ends will be counted as absent.

A student has one week to turn in documentation for an absence.  Documentation is required if a student misses a test or other in-class assignment and wants to take it at a later date.  See your instructor for information on what type of documentation is required.  No make-ups can be scheduled for the final examination.
Grade Change Policy:
No work is accepted after the grades are submitted, and grades will not be changed.  This instructor does not give any incompletes.
Academic Integrity:

Students are expected to avoid both the act and the appearance of plagiarism and cheating.  Exams and assignments must be your own work.  Academic dishonesty is the taking of an examination or the preparation of papers for credit wherein the student knowingly represents the work of another as his/her own; aids another student in representing work of another as their own; and/or knowingly breaks stated examination rules.  

Unintentional plagiarism is just as unacceptable as intentional plagiarism.  It is never okay to cut and paste text from another source into your paper without proper citation.  Students need to cite authors not only when they use another author’s exact words, but also when they paraphrase or just refer to someone else’s ideas.

Students who plagiarize or cheat will receive an “F” on the assignment.

Satisfactory Academic Progress:
Please see the Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy in your OLC Handbook.  It is important for you to be aware of these requirements to receive Financial Aid.

Academic Freedom: 
Student academic performance may be evaluated only on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the views offered in any course and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course for which they are enrolled.  Students who believe that an academic evaluation is prejudiced or capricious should first contact the instructor to initiate a review of the evaluation.  If the student remains unsatisfied, the student may contact the instructor’s Department Chair to initiate a review of the evaluation.

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Date
	Objectives by Chapter
	Assignments

	Oko Wanci                     01/23/2013
	Introduction
· Understand syllabus and course expectations
· Define the realist, liberal, identity, and critical theory perspectives
· Define the systemic structure, systemic process, foreign policy, domestic, and individual levels of analysis
· Identify the rationalist and constructivist methods
· Be able to discuss the relativist, universalist, and pragmatist moral approaches
	

	Oko Nunpa
01/30/2013
	How to Think About International Relations
· Use the prisoner's dilemma to demonstrate the realist, liberal and identity perspectives
· Identify core concepts in international relations

· Be able to discuss causation in light of the different perspectives
	· Read Chapter 1 before class

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

	Oko Yamni
02/6/2013
	Perspectives on World History

· Use the four international relations perspectives to discuss world history 
Research Paper Citation

· Identify situations in which citation is needed
· Be able to identify and avoid plagiarism
	· Read Chapter 2 before class

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

	Oko Topa

02/13/2013
	World War I

· Describe the situation in Europe in 1914

· Use the five levels of analysis and the four perspectives to examine the causes of World War I

· Define international relations concepts, including preventative war and diplomacy
World War II

· Identify the causes of World War II using the four perspectives
Research Methods

· Become familiar with research methods appropriate to public administration case studies
	· Read Chapter 4 before class

· In-class Opinion Essay

· Option: Weekly Reading Report


	Oko Zaptan
02/20/2013
	The Origins and End of the Cold War

· Use the four perspectives to discuss the origins and end of the Cold War between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Online Research

· Demonstrate familiarity with OLC online library resources
	· Read Chapter 5 before class

· Option: Weekly Reading Report


	Oko Sakpe
02/27/2013
	From 11/9 to 9/11: The World of the 1990s
· Use the four perspectives to discuss the time between the fall of the Berlin Wall and the September 11 attacks
	· Read Chapter 6 before class

· Research Paper topic paper due
· Option: Weekly Reading Report 

	Oko Sakowin
03/6/2013
	Terrorism and the World after 9/11
· Become familiar with terrorism and ethnic, religious and national conflicts after the September 11 attacks
· Demonstrate familiarity with the solutions for these conflicts using the four perspectives
	· Read Chapter 7 before class

· In-class Opinion Essay

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

· Midterm handed out

· POTLUCK

	Oko Saglogan
03/13/2013
	History of Globalization

· Identify basic concepts related to the economic interactions of states
· Use the four perspectives to discuss explanations for globalization

Citation
· Use APA citation form
	· Read Chapter 8 before class

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

· Midterm Due



	Oko Napcinyunka
03/20/2013
	How Globalization Works in Practice

· Be able to discuss the specific features and mechanisms that make up day-to-day international economic activity  

·  Define seven government policies that affect a country's relationship to the world economy
· Use the four perspectives to discuss globalization policies
· Explain the roles of nongovernmental organizations in human rights issues
· Identify the basic concepts in the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Presentation Skills

· Explain professional presentation skills
	· Read Chapter 9 before class

· Read pages 479-487 from Chapter 15

· Review the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples online at www.un.org/esa/socdev/
unpfii/documents/
DRIPS_en.pdf
· In-class Opinion Essay

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

	Oko Wikcemna
04/3/2013
	Miracle and Missed Opportunity
· Explain the concept of development

· Compare and contrast the economic histories of Asia and Latin America
	· Read Chapter 11 before class

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

	Oko Ake Wanci
04/10/2013
	Foreign Aid and Domestic Governance
· Be able to discuss the relationships between resources, governance, democracy, and development
· Explain the challenges facing developing countries

· Compare and contrast the economic histories of Africa and the Middle East
	· Read Chapter 12 before class

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

	Oko Ake Nunpa
04/17/2013
	Global Inequality, Imperialism, and Injustice
· Discuss the issues of inequality, imperialism, and injustice from a critical theory perspective
· Compare and contrast development issues in Western nations and nations that have experienced colonialism and imperialism
	· Read Chapter 13 before class

· In-class Opinion Essay

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

· Last day to turn in draft Research Paper for comments



	Oko Ake Yamni
04/24/2013
	World Environment
· Explain world environmental issues, including population, resources, pollution, and pandemics
· Discuss world environmental issues using the four perspectives
	· Read Chapter 14

· Option: Weekly Reading Report

	Oko Ake Topa
05/1/2013
	Research
· Complete a professional research paper

· Demonstrate an understanding of international political concepts and issues

Presentation

· Complete a professional presentation
	· Research Paper due
· Present research to class

	Oko Ake Zaptan

05/8/2013
	Final Exam on whole semester
· Demonstrate having reached the course objectives
	· Complete Final Exam


Disclaimer:  Information contained in this syllabus was, to the best knowledge of the instructor, considered correct and complete when distributed for use at the beginning of the semester.    However, this syllabus should not be considered a contract between Oglala Lakota College and any student.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes in course content or instructional techniques without notice or obligation. Students will be informed of any such changes.  Additional student rights and responsibilities are outlined in the Student Handbook: http://www.olc.edu/local_links/registrar/docs/student_handbook.pdf -- see page 36.
RESEARCH PAPER ASSIGNMENT
TOPIC: Choose an issue covered in the course that you find particularly interesting and that impacts more than one nation-state.  Do preliminary research to narrow that issue down into a research paper topic that is appropriate for a 12-page paper. You will need to focus on a relatively narrow topic.

DIVISIONS OF THE RESEARCH PAPER: After the topic has been approved by the professor, the student will complete research on the selected issue.  It is expected that the student will use approximately

· two to three pages of introductory material that clearly define the issue; 

· two to three pages of background material about two of the nations impacted by the issue – and the nature of those impacts.  If the issue involves more than two nations, this section will include the two nations that the student considers most impacted, and the student will explain why these particular nations were selected; and

· five to six pages discussing how the issue, as it plays out in the two nations, relates to other course material and to the themes covered in the course. 

All information in your research paper must be cited properly using APA citation format.  A complete bibliography must be attached to your paper.

RESEARCH SOURCES: Your research must include the use of class reading materials and outside scholarly research materials.  You may not use encyclopedias or websites that do not cite their sources as research sources for your paper.  Quality research sources include scholarly and professional papers and articles, such as those found using OLC's online library databases.  You may use newspaper or magazine articles only if they directly relate to the issue you have chosen.
CITATION REQUIREMENTS: Proper citation in APA format, including a complete Reference list and parenthetical notes, are required for the paper to be accepted.  Information on proper APA citation is included in the course webfolder.  We will also discuss proper citation in class.  If you miss the classes when this is discussed, be sure to get notes from another student.  If you have any questions about citation, consult Dr. Jarding well before you turn in your paper.

DUE DATES: A one-page (double-spaced) explanation of your topic is due at the beginning of class on February 27.  It must show that you have:

· Chosen an appropriate topic

· Done preliminary research

· Identified adequate information sources for a 12-page paper, and

· Carefully thought about what you need to do to complete your research paper.

Your research paper is due on May 1.  You will do your presentation on the same day.  It is strongly suggested that you share a draft of your paper with Dr. Jarding.  If you wish to do this, your draft must be submitted no later than April 17.

FORMAT: Your paper must be typed, double-spaced, with 12-point Times New Roman font and margins of no more than 1” on all four sides.  Don’t fudge on margins – this is really obvious.  Please avoid plastic report covers.  Staple your paper.

Your paper should be about 12 pages long.  It is unusual for a complete paper to be shorter than that.  Please do not exceed 15 pages.  Your paper’s length does not include its cover page, reference list, visual materials, or attachments.

ORAL PRESENTATIONS: You will present your findings to the class.  The presentation will be a 10- to 15-minute summary of your research paper.  The summary must be complete and clear enough to educate people who are not familiar with your topic.

Feel free to bring handouts.  The room will be set up for you to use a power point as part of your presentation, and this is suggested for the benefit of your experience and your audience.  Bring your presentation on a flash drive.

GRADING: Your paper and presentation grades will be based on the evaluation rubric attached to the syllabus.  The quality (not just the length) of your reference list is also part of your grade.
Please see Dr. Jarding if you have questions about any of these subjects.

EVALUATION OF CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

POSSIBLE POINTS: 100 (EACH QUARTER OF COURSE WORTH 25 POINTS)

	
	HIGH QUALITY
	POINTS
	MEDIUM QUALITY
	POINTS
	LOW QUALITY
	POINTS

	DEMONSTRATES RESPECT
	Student encourages healthy classroom atmosphere by demonstrating respect for others, providing appropriate humor, and supporting others in their participation.
	10
	Student is disrespectful by interrupting others; by lacking respect for others’ opinions; by showing up late or leaving early without informing instructor; by working on electronic equipment during class.
	5-9
	Student is disrespectful in multiple ways or multiple times.
	0-4

	PARTICIPATION
	Student volunteers to answer questions, asks questions, provides relevant information, and takes an active role in group activities.
	10
	Student is responsive when called upon in class, but is not always prepared. Student rarely volunteers to answer questions; sometimes responds in a manner that is not clearly relevant to the question; and/or volunteers information disproportionately often.
	5-9
	Student does not participate in class discussion.  Student responds inappropriately when called on in class or is seldom prepared.  Student discourages healthy classroom atmosphere by using humor as a distraction.
	0-4

	CRITICAL THINKING
	Student’s participation includes good insight into the material – such as drawing inferences, tying information from different sources together, and providing relevant alternatives -- and/or student shares relevant personal experiences.
	4-6
	Student occasionally demonstrates critical thinking skills.
	2-4
	Student does not demonstrate critical thinking.
	0


EVALUATION OF RESEARCH PAPER

POSSIBLE POINTS: 100

	ELEMENT
	EXEMPLARY
	POINTS
	ACCEPTABLE
	POINTS
	UNACCEPTABLE
	POINTS

	GRAMMAR, SYNTAX, AND SPELLING
	Paper flows well and is clear and easy to read due to use of proper syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The writing is almost error free.
	15
	The paper is unclear or hard to read because syntax, grammar, spelling, or punctuation is poor.
	10-14
	The writer’s intentions are unclear because paper’s syntax, grammar, spelling and/or punctuation are poor.
	0-9

	CONTENT
	Balanced presentation of relevant and legitimate information that clearly supports a central purpose or argument and shows a thoughtful, in-depth analysis of a significant topic. 
	20
	Information supports a central purpose or argument. Analysis is basic or general.  .
	10-19
	Central purpose or argument is not clearly identified. Analysis is vague or not evident. 
	0-9

	DEPTH AND BREADTH OF CONTENT
	Student clearly comprehends the material and links it to course topics.  Student has thought critically about the material and its sources. Information is combined to draw conclusions. Inferences are explored, and the paper includes good insight. The space given to each topic is appropriate, given the number of topics included in the paper.
	25
	Student understands the material, but demonstrates little critical thinking. Insight is minimal or missing and/or the amount of space given to some topics is out of proportion to the number of topics included in the paper.  Reader gains few insights
	10-24
	The student shows less than full understanding of the material. Critical thinking is not present or is barely present.  Reader is confused or may be misinformed.
	0-9

	OVERALL CLARITY AND FORM
	Student uses essay form and the assigned paper format. Sentences and paragraphs follow each other in a logical order. The material is presented so that the reader does not have to stop and back up to comprehend it.
	15
	Student fails to use more than one of the elements of essay form and the assigned paper format and/or the paper is difficult to follow in some places.
	10-14
	The paper is generally hard to follow due to problems with format, essay form, and/or the way material is presented.
	0-9


	LENGTH
	Paper is the assigned length when margins, spacing, and font size are considered. Only information relevant to the assigned topic is included.
	All earned points.
	Paper is a page or two shorter than the assigned length when font, margins, and number of pages are taken into account.
	Grade reduced by percentage of assigned length not included.
	Paper is substantially shorter than the assigned length when font, margins, and number of pages are taken into account.
	Grade reduced by percentage of assigned length not included. 

	REFERENCES
	All information is clearly linked to its source. References are provided in the correct APA format.  Information is accurate.
	25
	Sources of some information are included, but other information sources are not mentioned. References are not in the proper form.  Information is taken from sources inaccurately.
	Minus 5 points for each citation related problem.
	The sources of the information in the paper are not identified.
	Paper is returned to the student.

	PRESENT-ATION
	Paper is turned in on the assigned date. 
	All earned points.
	Paper is turned in within one week of the due date.
	Paper is assigned points according to guidelines, minus 20%
	Paper is turned in more than a week late. 
	Paper is not accepted.




EVALUATION OF RESEARCH PRESENTATION

POSSIBLE POINTS: 40
	ELEMENT
	HIGH QUALITY
	POINTS
	MEDIUM QUALITY
	POINTS
	LOW QUALITY
	POINTS

	STYLE
	Presenter uses appropriate tone of voice and volume. Hands are used in a way that accentuates the material without being distracting. Any visual or verbal tics are controlled. Speaker looks at all audience members.
	5
	Presenter generally uses appropriate tone of voice and volume, controls visual and verbal tics, and looks at the audience OR hands are either rigid or uncontrolled.
	3
	Presenter speaks too quietly or in an unpleasant tone of voice OR visual and verbal tics are prominent enough to be distracting. 
	1

	LENGTH
	Presentation is within one minute of the assigned length. Only information relevant to the assigned topic is included.
	5
	Presentation is two or more minutes shorter or longer than the assigned length.
	3
	Presentation is substantially longer or shorter than the assigned length.
	0 

	CLARITY
	Speaker uses proper syntax and grammar. Information is structured in a logical order. People who are not familiar with the material can learn about it. Key terms and concepts are defined. Jargon is avoided.
	5
	The presentation is difficult to follow in some places.
	3
	The presentation is generally hard to follow.
	1

	GENERAL CONTENT AND PREPARATION
	Speaker is well-prepared. Presentation addresses each assigned topic. There is a clear conclusion.
	5
	One assigned topic is not addressed OR a clear conclusion is not presented OR the speaker appears poorly prepared.
	2
	Multiple assigned topics are not addressed OR the speaker is clearly poorly prepared. 
	1

	DEPTH AND BREADTH OF CONTENT
	Student comprehends the material, links it to course topics, and has thought about it critically. The presentation includes good insight. Time given to each topic is appropriate, given the number of topics and the fact that the material is presented orally.
	15
	Student understands the material, but demonstrates little critical thinking or insight. The amount of time given to some topics is out of proportion to the number of topics covered.
	8-14
	The student shows less than full understanding of the material. Critical thinking is not present or is barely present. 
	0-7

	USE OF SOURCES
	Student provides general information on sources. Course materials and interviews are cited directly. There is a balanced review of the topic. Any handouts or audiovisual materials are necessary and are presented so they do not detract from the presentation.
	5
	One or two of the following are present: (1) sources for key information or quotations are not given; (2) course materials and/or interviews are not cited; (3) presentation shows obvious bias; (4) handouts and/or audiovisual materials are used, but are not necessary or are distraction.
	2
	Sources of the information presented are not mentioned.
	0


EVALUATION OF SHORT REPORTS

POSSIBLE POINTS: 10 POINTS PER WEEKLY READING REPORT AND PER IN-CLASS OPINION ESSAY
	ELEMENT
	HIGH QUALITY
	POINTS
	MEDIUM QUALITY
	POINTS
	LOW QUALITY
	POINTS

	CLARITY
	Paper flows well and is clear and easy to read due to syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
	3
	Paper is sometimes unclear due to syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
	2
	Paper is hard to follow due to syntax, grammar, spelling and/or punctuation problems.
	0

	LENGTH
	Paper is assigned length when margins, spacing, and font size are considered. Only information relevant to the assigned topics is included.
	All earned points.
	Paper is shorter than assigned length or covers topic(s) not related to the assignment.
	Grade reduced by percentage of the assigned length not included.
	Paper is obviously shorter than the assigned length.
	Grade reduced by percentage of assigned length that is not included. 

	TOPIC
	Paper clearly addresses the assigned topics and concepts and mentions specific class readings.
	7
	Paper addresses some assigned topics, but neglects others.
	3
	Paper fails to address the assigned topics.
	0

	TIMELINESS
	Paper is turned in on the day readings or case study is assigned.  
	All earned points.
	Paper is turned in up to a week late.
	Paper is assigned points according to guidelines, but loses 20% of that grade.
	Paper is turned in more than one week after it is due.
	Paper is not accepted.


EVALUATION OF EXAMINATIONS

POSSIBLE POINTS: MIDTERM -- 60 POINTS; FINAL -- 70 POINTS
	ELEMENT
	HIGH QUALITY
	POINTS
	MEDIUM QUALITY
	POINTS
	LOW QUALITY
	POINTS

	GRAMMAR, SYNTAX, AND SPELLING
	Writing flows well and is clear and easy to read due to use of proper syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
	5/5
	Examination is unclear or hard to read because syntax, grammar, spelling, or punctuation is poor.
	5/5


	The writer’s intentions are unclear because syntax, grammar, spelling and/or punctuation are poor.
	0

	LENGTH
	Examination is of an appropriate length. It clearly addresses each of the assigned topics.  Only information relevant to the assigned topics is included.
	All earned points.
	Examination is shorter than assigned and doesn’t cover all the assigned material thoroughly.
	Grade reduced by percentage of the assignment not included.
	Examination is substantially shorter than assigned length and doesn’t cover the assigned material.
	0 

	OVERALL CLARITY AND FORM
	Student uses essay form for essay answers.  Sentences and paragraphs follow each other in a logical order.
	10/10
	Student fails to use more than one of the elements of essay form for essay answers OR answers are difficult to follow in some places.
	5/5
	Answers are generally hard to follow due to problems with format, essay form, and/or the way material is presented.
	0

	DEPTH AND BREADTH OF CONTENT
	Student clearly comprehends the material and links it to course topics.  Student has thought critically about the material and its sources. Inferences are explored, and answers include good insight. The space given to each topic is appropriate, given the number of topics included in the questions.
	35/45
	Student understands the material, but demonstrates little critical thinking. Insight is minimal or missing OR the amount of space given to some topics is out of proportion to the number of topics included in the questions.
	20 – 35, depending on severity.
	The student shows less than full understanding of the material. Critical thinking is not present or is barely present. 
	0 – 15, depending on severity.

	CITATION
	All information that is not original to the student is clearly linked to its source.
	10/10
	Sources of some information are included, but sources of other information are not mentioned. 
	5
	The sources of the information in the answers are not identified.
	0

	TIMELINESS
	Examination is turned in before the end of class on the assigned due date.
	All earned points.
	Late final examinations will not be accepted.  Midterm is turned in late.
	Midterm is assigned points according to the guidelines shown above, minus 20%.
	Late final examinations will not be accepted.  Midterm is turned in more than one week late.
	Examination is not accepted.
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